
CASE STUDY 

“After digging through miles of cable lines and chewing up precious valuables, an 

army of rats infesting the New Delhi railway station will now be flushed out of 

their secure homes - but not before burning a costly hole in the pockets of Northern 

Railway”, state a news report of New Delhi.  

After several failed attempts, the Delhi division of Northern Railway finally signed 

a Rs.1.7 million/Rs. 17 lakh contract with a pest control company.  

The pest company executive said “These are bandicoots - they multiply really fast. 

To track them entirely may take up to three months; the impact will not be 

immediate.”  

“The task is difficult. We have been given a list of dos and don’ts from the railway 

authorities. We have to take precautions like not putting these poisonous granules 

in open areas. There are monkeys hanging around, dogs in and out, even young 

children travelling - for whom the granules can be dangerous,” he explained. 

Railway officials had feared that if all the rats die at one place the entire premises 

will have to be shut “as the smell will be unbearable”. 

“ It’s not going to be easy. Even if you kill six out of every 10 rats in the first 

go…the remaining four will breed really fast. So we will need an exhaustive plan,” 

he said. 

 




